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" Symbolism of snake in Greek and Roman funerary art"
Dr. Aml Abdel Samad Hashad*

Snake was known to the Egyptians since the start of creation , at the
mythology of creation in Ashmonein , the four males were at the shape
of snakes going out from the eternal water, the snake was known as " the
son of the earth ", as it presented many shapes of different Gods in the
believes of the ancient Egyptian . In the mythology of Isis and Osiris ,
Isis unites with Osiris at the shape of snake inside the swamps of papyrus
, also Isis itself presented with her son Harpocrate in the Ptolemaic age .
The Egyptians knew other kinds of snakes, symbolized to evil , and to
God " Abb" where it was believed that it took the shape of a monster
snake fighting everyday with Gods , but this meaning symbolize for the
snake as an evil animal no doubt arising from the toxic snakes which
lives in the cemeteries .

But the snake at the Greek , it played many roles, in the religious
traditions of Greek , the famous role was that the hair of Medusa ends
with the shape of toxic snakes and was written about this many
mythologies , it also played a funerary role where we find it depicting on
a lot of gravestones for protecting the tombs . Thus the snake for
Egyptians was considered one of Gods who protect the dead , and for
Greeks protect the tomb , so there is no doubt that the snake already was
presented to protect the dead inter sarcophagus and to keep the evil away
from him . Sometimes snake was a symbol of the God Horus "
Harpocrate " , or to Isis , or present both together because they were the
most presented Gods together on the funerary monuments in Egypt .

This search aims to recognize the symbolism of snake in the funerary
art on the sarcophagus or in the gravestone to know the religious role
related to the snake , shapes , function , kinds , mythologies which were
written about it .

*Lecturer at Department of Archaeology- Faculty of Arts — Tanta Univeristy
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